ABOUT CAO

The California Association of Orthodontists (CAO) is the Californian component of the
American Association of Orthodontists (AAO)—the largest and oldest dental specialty
organization.

The CAO represents nearly 1,500 orthodontic members who practice in California. CAO
members are specialists who have completed dental school and then successfully completed
2-3 years of additional training at an accredited orthodontic residency program. Our members
are experts in diagnosing and treating all orthodontic problems in patients of all ages—from
child to adult. CAO is engaged in legislative advocacy to protect patient health and improve
access to care.

MISSION

CAO’s mission is to:

+ Support its members in their pursuit of excellence during their practice of orthodontics

« Promote the values of ethical practice as defined by the American Association of
Orthodontists

« Advocate for its members in issues related to professional governance and regulation

+ Provide continuing education opportunities for members

« Encourage the public to seek an orthodontic specialist when considering
comprehensive orthodontic treatment

SUPPORTED LEGISLATION

1. AB 280 (Aguiar-Curry): Health care coverage: provider directories.

2. AB 341 (Arambula): Oral Health for People with Disabilities Technical Assistance
Center Program.

3. AB 350 (Bonta): Health care coverage: fluoride treatments.

4. AB 371 (Haney): Dental coverage.

5. AB 376 (Tangipa): Personal Income Tax Law: exclusions: insurance proceeds:
wildfires.

6. AB 489 (Bonta): Health care professions: deceptive terms or letters: artificial
intelligence.

7. AB 7755 (Tangipa): Income tax: exclusion: disasters.

8. AB 873 (Alanis): Dentistry: Dental assistants: infection control course.
9. SB 351 (Cabaldon): Health facilities.

10. SB 386 (Limon): Dental providers: fee-based payments.

KEY CONTACTS
Mark Rashidi, D.D.S., M.S.D., President, mcrashidi@gmail.com
Jeff Kwong, D.D.S, M.S.D., Legislative Committee Chair, drieff@jkortho.com

Caliph Assagai, Legislative Advocate, Caliph@californiapolicysolutions.com
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